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The new Sunapee Old Town Hall-Library Concept Plan successfully responds to prior concerns about use of the OTH building for a library. The comparison (below), presented by the Abbott Library Building Committee to the Trustees in December 2009, explains how the current project addresses limitations detailed in a 2002 evaluation of the building.  The new Concept Plan combines building a new library with new construction and reconstruction of the Old Town Hall. The Harbor Hotel site, already approved by the town for a new library, combined with the adjacent Old Town Hall property, opens the way for a very favorable library design, preserves the OTH’s historic features, and allows for community space.

	2002 Sherman Greiner Halle Report                        For PlanNH on Old Town Hall use as a Library
	2009 Concept Plan                                                        For Old Town Hall use as a Library

	Documents reviewed for the SGH Report: 

1985 Mirski Adaptive Reuse Study

1985 Comeau Remodeling Cost Report

2000 Space Needs Worksheet by State Library rep

(7,400 sf for 2000, 12,600 sf by 2020)

(FEMA Flood map was not examined due to unknown building floor elevations)


	Documents reviewed for the Concept Plan:

1985 Mirski Adaptive Reuse Study

1985 Comeau Remodeling Cost Report

2007 Library program (space) requirements update

(9,225 sf for 2020, 9,750 sf for 2027)

2007 PlanNH Charrette Report 

2007 Site topographic survey

2007 SMP schematic plans, specs, site plan, cost estimate

2009 schematic project cost estimate update

FEMA Flood map

	Not recommend use as library based on 9 factors:
	Response of the Concept Plan:

	1.  A library using the OTH building’s 4 floors would increase staffing needs.
	1.  OTH – library concept is 2 stories with a mezzanine meeting room. (Riverway & Ski Tow library designs are 2 story)

	2. No parking on OTH parcel; parking assumed to be across the river on River Road.
	2.  With adjacent Riverway parcel, approx. 31 on-site parking spaces available at both entry levels

	3.  Control issues with access on lowest and Main Street levels.
	3.  Access is on 2 adjacent levels; entries, stair and elevator visible from main & children’s desk.

	4. Building’s close proximity to Main Street makes for poor pedestrian visibility and sidewalk safety.
	4.  The concept plan rebuilds the front of OTH 6 feet back from the sidewalk to create a large entry area and planting strip. 

	5. Existing varying floor sizes reduced by a new stair and elevator may make efficient space use difficult.
	5.  Concept plan’s 2 library floor levels are identical in size with new stair and elevator located in new construction for an efficient layout.

	6.  Lowest level may not be able to be used due to flood elevation.
	6.  Lowest level (basement) would not be used by the library. 

	7.  OTH existing 8,941 sf size barely meets present space needs & does not meet future 4-5,000 sf anticipated increase.


	7.  Library space needs were re-evaluated in 2007. Projected space need is 9,300 sf to year 2020.  Concept plan provides 10,068 sf. 

Expansion possible to west.

	8.  Cost to retrofit structure to meet required library loading requirements will be substantial.
	8.  Cost to retrofit the structure have been fully considered and are included in the concept cost estimate. 

	9.  Cost to renovate OTH will be more than a new single story library building.
	9.  A suitable site for a single story library, parking & future expansion space has not turned up. 

	Nov. 24, 2009  Intertown Record Letter to the Editor:
	

	The new library needs to have: 

· a central location

· room to grow, WiFi,

· outdoor space, 

· sufficient collection space, 

· space to sit, read & work, 

· clear sight lines for staff supervision, 

· meeting & activity space. 

Use of OTH for a library will not meet these needs.
	OTH-Library concept plan provides:

All of these features. 




For detailed information about this comparison, please contact Barbara Chalmers.

* * * * * * * * * *

TOWN WARRANT ARTICLE 23

 “Do you favor expanding the previously approved library Harbor site to include the adjacent Old Town Hall property, renovating the Old Town Hall for a library while preserving the horse ramp and clock tower, reserving a portion of the building for other town uses, while continuing to seek private funding? This article is advisory only and is intended to provide the Library Trustees, the Old Town Hall Committee, and the Select Board with a sense of the voters’ opinions.”

* * * * * * * * * *


For more information about the OTH-Library

Concept Plan, contact

Barbara Chalmers
763-6094
sun101@myfairpoint.net
Mike Durfor

763-2989
durfors@myfairpoint.net
Ron Garceau

763-2441
rongarceau@comcast.net
Rhonda Gurney
763-5696
ronski.gurney@live.com
Barbara Sullivan
763-2786
b2sullivan@yahoo.com
On-line, visit: www.SunapeeOldTownHall.org
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Old Town Hall-Library Concept Plan – East view
Comparison information is from the Abbott Library Building Committee Report (December 2009).

Printed by the supporters of the OTH-Library Project.  

Contact Barbara Sullivan or email: OTHLibraryProject@gmail.com
Sunapee Old Town Hall-Library Concept Plan 


 Main Street View








